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MISSION STATEMENT

It is the mission of the Huntingdon County Planning Commission to develop

and implement a positive vision for Huntingdon County; one that reflects
economic prosperity, a rural and small -town atmosphere, protection of
natural resources, centers -focused development, greenway corridors,
improved highway and communication access, and a high standard of
excellence in both personal and community development.
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SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT

Proper maintenance and implementation of the

Huntingdon County Comprehensive Plan requires continuous data

collection and analysis. Data collected by the Planning Staff includes: Building and Subdivision Activity, Deed

Transfers, Municipal Contacts, Municipal Land Use Ordinances, and Population and Socio

Characteristics.
SUBDIVISION ACTIVITY (LOTS SOLD)

The number of new subdivision lots recorded indicates
the level of subdivision activity occurring within
Huntingdon County. This information is valuable when
determining the need for public services.

The act of subdivision is the division or redivision of a lot,
tract or parcel of land by any means into two or more
lots, tracts, parcels or other divisions of land, including
changes to existing lot lines for the purpose, whether
immediate or future, of lease, partition by the court for
the distribution to heirs or devisees, transfer of
ownership or building or lot development.

Subsequent to subdividing land, a deed is prepared
demonstrating the new metes and bounds for the lot.
After the County Mapping Department completes the
Uniform Parcel Identification (UPI) stamping process,
the deed is recorded in the Recorder of Deeds office and
the new lot is officially created. In many instances, lots
may have been created by subdivision; however, if a deed
is not created, then the lot is not officially created.

During 2021, 138 new lots were recorded in Huntingdon
County. This is an increase of 48.4% from the 93 lots
recorded in 2020. The chart on this page illustrates a
ten-year history of new lot activity and subdivision and
land development reviews, while the map illustrates the
intensity of development in each municipality.

In 2021, the municipalities
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with the highest levels of
recorded lots were:

Comparison of Lots Recorded vs. Plans Reviewed-ZT21

1 Juniata Township, 20 180
lots;

1 Walker Township, 11 139

lots;
! 118
120

138

/

1 Shirley and Union
Townships, 10 lots each;

9 Carbon and Todd

Townships, 8 lots each; 78

1 Cromwell Township, 7 60

lots; and

62 63

1 Henderson and Tell
Townships, 6 lots each.
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Recorded
=d= Plans
Reviewed

62 66
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SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT
REVIEWS

ON A

Article V Section 502 (b) of the PA Municipalities
Planning Code gives the Planning Commission
authority to review and comment on subdivision and
land development proposals submitted to local
municipalities having their own adopted subdivision
and land development ordinances. The Commission
also comments on consistency with Act 537, the PA
Sewage Facilities Act .

The Planning Commission reviewed a total of 69
applications in 23 municipalities during 2021, up by
three from the 66 reviewed during 2020. The 2021
reviews included 3 major subdivisions, 5 non
residential land developments; 55 minor subdivisions;
3 minor residential land developments; and 3 sewage
modules. These projects encompassed a total of 95 new
lots and 2,056.11 acres.

ND LAND DEVELOPMENT

The five non -residential land developments reviewed
included:

( cc

9 Terry L. and Kathleen S. Sheffield Used Car Repair
Garage, Penn Township: construction of a 2,688
square foot facility, located immediately east of the
Seven Points Road/Turkey Farm Road intersection;

9 Jeremy D. Breon & M. Susan Breon Poultry
Operation, Tell Township: construction of two
4206x64060 poul try barns and
located on the east side of Shade Valley Road and
north of the Goshorn Road/Shade Valley Road
intersection;

(

9 Jeffrey D. & Charlotte Z. Weaver Poultry Operation,
Shirley Townshi p: construct.i
poultry barns and one 3006x48
the east side of Germany Valley Road and north of
the Loop Road/Germany Valley Road intersection;

The three major subdivisions reviewed
were:

9 Joyce E. & Mark S. Hoffman, Sr,
Shirley Township: 150+ - acres, five
2.00 acre single-family residential
lots and residue, located on the east
side of Wrangletown Road and
between Hogan Road and Nebo
Road;

9 Robert D. Clapper & Keller L.
Clapper (brothers), Hopewell
Township: 52.607 acres, 8 lots,
consolidation of five existing parcels
(Lots A through E) to create Lot A
totaling 15.169 acres; consolidation
of two existing parcels (Lots F and
G) to create a lot totaling 18.719
acres, and creation of new Lot H
containing 1.000 acre, located on the
west side of Raystown Road and
immediately south of the Raystown
Road/Dogtown Road intersection;
and

i Craig R. Anderson & Wyndhill
Family Limited Partnership, Porter
Township: 131.864 acres, 7 lots
(consolidation of existing Lots 1, 2, 3,
4, 5 and 11 totaling 7.25 acres with
existing Tract 1), located on the west
side of Wililam Penn Highway
immediately south and northwest of
the Redbud Lane/William Penn
Highway intersection.
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I RidgeView Campground, LLC, Juniata Township: 9 willard J. Yoder, Jr. & Betsy A. Yoder, Jackson
creation of a three -phase, 210 site campground, Township: 397 acres, addition of a second residence
located on the south side of Piney Ridge Road and (mobile home), located along a private drive and
east of Family Lane; and northwest of the Standing Stone Road/Yoder Road

. . . intersection; and
9l Dollar General, Dublin Township: construction of a

7 FHO6 x -2D40s6t or e, |l ocated o Y Alan H. Book, Tell Township: 131.980 acres,
Croghan Pike and north of the Main Street/Croghan construction of a second residence, located along both
Pike intersection sides of Shade Valley Road and south of the Shade

Valley Road/Richvale Road intersection.
The three residential land developments reviewed
included: The maps on pages two and three illustrate the

distribution of the 69 proposals reviewed during 2021.
{ Patrick E. Horne & Jaime L. Horne, Cromwell ISHIBUT prop viewed during

Township: 25 acres, construction of a second single -
family residence with on -lot well and septic, located
along both sides of Croghan Pike and north of the
Croghan Pike/Enyard Road intersection;
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DEED TRANSFERS
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The number of deeds created and

ON AND

LAND DEVELOPMENT

transferred for both new and
existing properties is monitored

Deed Transfers 20122021
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| pr . 1600
as an indicator of the economic

well-being of the County. The 1500
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Huntingdon County Register and

Recorder's Office reported a total 1400
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of 1,599 deeds recorded in 2021.

\

1339

1322_~1383
1293

This number of recorded deeds,
both existing and new, increased
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15.7% from the 1,382 deeds
recorded in 2020. According to
the Huntingdon County Register
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and Recorder, deeds accounted
for 21.5% of all filings in her
office in 2021.

BUILDING ACTIVITY - PERMANENT
AND SEASONAL ADDRESSES ISSUED

For 2021, the Department used new addresses
issued by the County Mapping Department to

track new permanent and seasonal housing
within Huntingdon County.

The Huntingdon County Mapping Department
issued a total of 84 residential addresses in 29
municipalities for seasonal and year round
housing - 66 addresses for permanent housing
and 18 for seasonal housing.

As illustrated in the table to the right and the

in the maps on page 5, the highest total
number of new seasonal addresses (three)
were issued in Clay Township, while the
highest number of new addresses for
permanent housing (six) were issued in both
Brady and Juniata Townships.

A total of six addresses were also issued in
both Cromwell and Penn Townships:

1 four for permanent housing and two for
seasonal housing in Cromwell Township;
and

1 five for permanent housing and one for
seasonal housing in Penn Township.

RESIDENTIAL ADDRESSES ISSUED

MUNICIPALITY PERMANENT

SEASONAL

Brady Township

Carbon Township

Cass Township

Clay Township

Cromwell Township

Dublin Township

Franklin Township

Henderson Township

Hopewell Township

Huntingdon Borough

Juniata Township

Lincoln Township

Logan Township

Mapleton Borough

Marklesburg Borough

Morris Township

Oneida Township

Penn Township

Porter Township

Shirley Township

Smithfield Township

Springfield Township

Tell Township

Todd Township

Union Township

Walker Township

Warriors Mark Township

West Township
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Wood Township
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BUILDING ACTIVITY - PERMANENT AND SEASONAL ADDRESSES ILLUSTRATED

Permanent Seasonal

WARRIORS
MARK

WARRIORS
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

The Department assists municipalities and non

-profit organizations in meeting community development needs by

applying for and administering various State and Federal grants, including the Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) Entitlement Program as well acting as the responsible entity for environmental reviews.

GRANT ADMINISTRATION

During 2021, the COVID -19 pandemic continued to
impact the operation of the Planning Department and
the administration of the CDBG program. All PA
DCED staff, at the direction of Governor Wolf,
continued to operate from a work -from-home situation.
Thankfully, the Huntingdon County Planning
Department was open to the public and staff were able
to work in the office.

Three staffing changes impacted our CDBG program.
In August, our PA DCED Grant Manager, Sarah
Gulick, resigned her position to take a new position
within DCED. Joshua Crawford was assigned as her
replacement. In September, Taylor Aurand, Assistant
Community Development Administrator, resigned
from the Planning Department. Jayann Leibley was
hired in December and has been making improvements
to the financial side of our programs as well as
orienting to the CDBG program. Despite these
changes, the Planning Department was able to make
significant progress in administering the CDBG
program, completing five activities and beginning an
additional three activities.

Sarah Gulick conducted an on -site monitoring of the
CDBG program in August, and was pleased; her report
did not indicate any findings. Stacia -Fé submitted the
FY 2021 Application to DCED by the October 28, 2021
deadline; and a fully executed contract is anticipated
by April 2022. Planning Department staff also
submitted contract close out paperwork for eight
contracts. Following are descriptions of the CDBG
Activities completed and begun in 2021; and the status
of open contracts.

FY 2016 & FY 2017

Obo Huntingdon Borough Sidewalks
Replacement

Ten sidewalks of low to
moderate income
homeowners were
replaced through this
project. The notice to
proceed was issued on
October 27, 2020 to John
C. Yenter Associates, Inc. -
The project was substantially completed on March 15,
2021. A total of $72,489.55 from two fiscal years of
Borough CDBG funding was used for this project -
$63,000 from FY 2016 and $9,489.55 from FY 2017.

FY 2017

Obo Huntingdon Borough Curb Cuts

This project was added to FY 2017 through revision to
spend l eftover funds from
Rehabilitation Program activity.

This  activity
expanded on [
the completed §
FY 2016
activity and
entailed
retrofitting 13 |
existing curbs
within the
Borough  for
ADA compliance. The notice to

proceed was issued on July 13th to Antares Site Work
LLC and the certificate of substantial completion was
issued on September 2nd. $76,491.75 in CDBG dollars
were used for this project. Because one curb cut was
removed from the project at the request of Borough
officials, a remaining balance of $1,706.70 was
returned to DCED.

Todd Township Municipal Building ADA
Upgrades

This County project to retrofit the municipal building

for ADA compliance included rehabilitation of the
existing bathroom, replacement of the existing door
and doorway, and installation of an ADA parking area.
The notice to proceed was issued on December 22, 2020
to Runk, LLC. The project was substantially
completed by March B
16th. $50,391.26 in FY

2017 CDBG funds
were used for this
project.  Since this

project finished under -
budget, the remaining
funds were allocated to
the 19 S. Jefferson
Street  demolition,
project, which was added as an FY 2017 activity
through a DCED -approved contract modification.

19 S Jefferson Street Demolition
This County project was created through a contract

modification when the Shade Gap Community Center
Upgrade project was deleted due to inability to

t

h
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proceed. This project involved the demolition of a two -
story brick building in disrepair located at 19 South
Jefferson Street, Mount Union, PA. After the onset of

TY DEVELOPMENT

a wind storm, this building,

posed a significant risk of collapse. The notice to
proceed was issued on June 9th to Krieger Excavating,
LLC and the project was substantially completed by
July 19th. $54,377.04 in FY 2017 CDBG funds were

used for this project. Mount Union Borough has
agreed to maintain this lot as green space.

FY 2019 and FY 2012 Competitive

PA Ave Linear Park Corridor Retaining Wall,
Phase 2

This County project entailed replacing a structurally
unsound retaining wall located in Mount Union
Borough. This phase of the project leveraged over $2.8
million, including partial funding through FY 2012
Competitive CDBG funding and FY 2019 CDBG
Entitlement funding. The notice to proceed was issued
on July 27, 2020. In 2020, demolition and excavation of
Wall 2, between Division and Jefferson Streets, was
completed. Construction resumed in early spring of
2021. Wall 1 was constructed and substantial project
completion was issued on July 20th.

ONGOING CDBG CONTRACTS & ACTIVITIES
FY 2018

Obo Smithfield Township Spot Blight (913 Pike
Street Demolition)

This project entailed demolition of a vacant residential
structure located at 913 Pike Street, Huntingdon, PA.
This property had been abandoned since 2014 and was
placed for tax sale several times with no buyers.
Several drug busts took place at the property over the
- years. Due to zoning
i : || regulations, a new home
i) 4| could not be built on this
property, so the property
will be maintained as
i green space by the

il Township in perpetuity.
e —— The notice of award was

(cont é)

issued on June 29t to Antares Site Work, LLC for
$28,337.00. The notice to proceed was issued on July

13th and the certificate of
substantial completion was
issued on December 12th.

$28,337 in CDBG funds was
used for this project. Final
payment will be released when
the grass is seeded in spring
2022. Currently, $75,627 is allocated towards this
demolition. A contract revision will be submitted to
DCED to spend |l eftover
existing FY 2019 Levee Improvements project into FY
2018.

MUMA West Water Street Waterline Replacement

This County project on behalf of the Mount Union
Municipal Authority involved replacing approximately
30086 of corroded cast i ron
waterline, beginning at the intersection of West Water
Street and North Washington Street and ending at a cul
-de-sac in Mount Union. A blow -off hydrant at the end of
—the line was also installed.
Formerly, the corroded pipe only
al |l owed
for water flow, resulting in
diminished water flow and
pressure for the eight residences
hich were impacted.
$60,000.00 in FY 2018 CDBG
funds are allocated to this project and MUMA s
contributing $18,500.00 for engineering costs as well as
the remaining project funds. The notice of award was
issued to Antares Site Work, LLC for $91,343 on
October 12th. Substantial completion was issued on
December 2nd. Change Order #1, issued on December
21st, reduced the original contract price from $91,343.00
to $75,400.50 due to final adjustment of quantities. The
project timeline has been extended until March 30, 2022
to allow for final restoration of seeding in the spring.

MUMA Hill Valley Sewer Improvement Project

This County project involves addressing issues within
Mount Union sewer lines. In 2017, Mount Union

funds

for a J6d

Municipal Authority (MUMA), with assistance from the
PA Rural Water Association, - —
visually inspected manholes and
video inspected and smoke tested
the sewer lines. This activity
includes reconstructing and
rehabilitating existing lines and

manholes in the Hill Valley area

portion of Shirley Township. $87,000.00 in FY 2018
CDBG funds are allocated to this project. MUMA will

contribute $13,126.00 for engineering, as well as the
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remaining construction balance. The notice of award

was issued to Guyer Brothers, Inc. for $112,112.00 on
October 19th. The notice to proceed was issued
November 9th. Due to material delays, construction

did not begin until January 2022.

Ribbon Cutting Held for Completion of PA Ave
Linear Park Corridor Retaining Wall, Phase 2

On Thursday, July 22, 2021, Mount Union Borough
Council, sponsored by Keller Engineers, held a ribbon
cutting ceremony for the Pennsylvania Avenue Wall.
This event took place on a day with high summer
temperatures, under a white tent, on the grassy area
along Pennsylvania Avenue. Those attending were
State Senator, Judy Ward and Representative, Richard

Irvin; County Commissioners Mark Sather, Jeff
Thomas and Scott Walls; Thomas Prestash,
PennDOT06s District 9 Distri

and Diana McClure, Project Engineer and Director of
Business Development with Keller Engineers; staff of
the Huntingdon County Planning and Development
Department, Southern Alleghenies Planning &
Development Commission (SAP&DC), Pennsylvania
Department of Community and Economic Development
(DCED); members and staff of Borough Council; and
members of the public.

The primary purpose of this project was to replace the
existing structurally deficient retaining wall and
broken sidewalks and to reconstruct a large portion of
Pennsylvania Avenue between Division and Jefferson
Streets. This $2.8 million multi -modal project is
regionally significant, due to the involvement of
multiple means of transportation, including, but not
limited to, rail, motor vehicles, bicycling and walking
trails. Funding sources that enabled completion of this

project included PennDOT and PA -DCED multimodal -
transportation funding; CDBG -Competitive; CDBG -

Entitlement; SAP&DC mini -grant through PA -DCNR;

a PennDOT Infrastructure Bank loan; and local cash

from Borough Council. This project took over 10 years
to complete and serves as the catalyst for expanding
economic development in Mount Union Borough.

TY DEVELOPMENT

(cont é)
HOUSING PRESERVATION GRANT (HPG)

These funds totaling $71,718.23 were used to provide

assistance for the most urgent needs of homeowners,

including ADA barrier removal and accessibility, roof
replacement, feasible repairs to mechanical, electrical,
and plumbing systems, and other problems that
threatened the health and safety of the residents.

Although a USDA -approved contract extension allowed

completion of this project by September 30th, the
contractords compliance wi
completion of the last house by the contract deadline
impossible. On October 6th, USDA granted a time
extension through December 31st. Work was completed
by December 30th.

Under the agreement between Huntingdon County and
the CelRter dar Camimungy: ActiBnr (C@A), CQA s staff

conducted initial home inspections, determined
applicant eligibility, and conducted audit and final home
inspections. Five eligible Huntingdon County

homeowners participated in this program. Assistance
included metal roof replacement and gutter installation;
entrance door replacement; floor repairs; and ADA
toilet and shower installation. The homes assisted were
located in Henderson Township and Huntingdon,
Orbisonia, Rockhill and Saltillo Boroughs.

CDBG -CV

This grant program utilizing

housing rehabilitation, public services, community
facilities, infrastructure improvement, development and
planning that prevent, prepare for, and respond to the
coronavirus.

Huntingdon County6s fully
received on November 19, 2020. Included in this

$235,153.00 contract is $166,152.00 for Huntingdon

County and $69,001.00 for Huntingdon Borough.

In accordance with the agreement between Huntingdon
County and the Center for Community Action (CCA),
these funds will be used to assist LMI
residents with rental and mortgage payments and
electric and other eligible utility assistance as
designated by DCED.

Although CCA staff conducted intake during 2021, no

funds were spent in 2021 due to the need for additional
guidance from DCED, a lack of qualified applicants, and

the release of additional State and Federal funding

sources for similar services. A modification to use these
funds by the September 28, 2022 deadline will be
submitted to DCED in early 2022.

Coronavirus Aid, Relief
and Economic Security (CARES) Act funding is for

-qualified

t
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COMMUNI TY DEVELOPMENT

Planning and Community Development Grant Summary

(co

nt é)

MISCELLANEOUS GRANTS

Competitive CDBG 2013 - Mount Union Pennsylvania Avenue Water/Sewer Relocation, Phase 1, $750,000.00
Linear Park Corridor Retaining Wall, Phase 2
Housing Preservation Grant  |2018 - Emergency Minor Housing Rehabilitation $71,718.23
CDBG-CV 2020 - COVID -19 Prevention and Housing and Utility Assistance $235,153.00
ENTITLEMENT COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANTS
FY 2016 Amount
Birmingham Water Line Replacement i Market Street fi completed 2019 $130,345.00
Mapleton Sidewalk Replacement fi completed 2020 42,093.97
Todd Township Municipal Building ADA Upgrades i completed March 2021 15,372.03
Huntingdon Borough Curb Cut Installation i completed 2020 25,853.00
Huntingdon Borough Sidewalk Rehabilitation i completed March 2021 63,000.00
Smithfield Township Mount Vernon Avenue Storm Water Phase 2 i completed 2019 70,716.00
Total $347,380.00
FY 2017 Amount
Todd Township Municipal Building ADA Upgrades A completed March 2021 $52,268.30
Shade Gap Community Center Upgrade i project canceled; funds reallocated in 2021 0.00
Shirley Home Walk -In Cooler/Freezer Combo fi completed 2020 81,267.70
Huntingdon County Homeowner Housing Rehabilitation i canceled June 2020; funds reallocated 0.00
19 S. Jefferson Street fi Demolition i Spot Blight, completed July 2021 52,500.00
Huntingdo_n Borough A Hunt_ir!gdon Area Habi_tgt f_or Humanity ($25,000.00) i deleted to fund 72 090.00
912 Washington Street Acquisition and Rehabilitation '
Huntingdon Borough -Sidewalk Rehabilitation Program i completed March 2021 15,598.00
Smithfield Township Mount Vernon Avenue Storm Water Phase 2 i completed 2019 69,896.00
Total $343,620.00
FY 2018 Amount
Mount Union Area Municipal Authority - Hill Valley Sewer Improvements Project i started January
2022 $87,000.00
Mount Union Area Municipal Authority - West Water Street Waterline Replacement fi completed
December 2021 60,000.00
Mapleton Reservoir Improvement Project 52,358.00
Huntingdon Borough Housing Rehabilitation 96,948.00
Smithfield Township Spot Blight (913 Pike Street) i completed December 2021 75,627.00
Total $371,933.00
FY 2019 Amount
Mount Union Pennsylvania Avenue Linear Park Corridor Retaining Wall Phase 2 fi completed July 2021 $200,486.00
Huntingdon Borough Town Clock Revitalization 99,552.00
Smithfield Township Flood Levee Improvements 77,239.00
Total $377,277.00
FY 2020
Pump Station #2 Upgrades $204,358.00
Huntingdon Borough Town Clock Revitalization 22,473.00
Huntingdon Borough 6th Street Parking Lot Rehabilitation 79,836.00
Smithfield Township Housing Rehabilitation 78,945.00
Total $385,612.00




ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

The U.S. Economic Development Administration (EDA) defines economic development as creating conditions for
economic growth and improved quality of life by expanding the capacity of individuals, firms, and communities to
maximize the use of their talents and skills to support innovation, lower transaction costs, and responsibly produce

and trade valuable goods and services. Economic development requires effective, collaborative institutions focused
on advancing mutual gain for the public and the private sector. Economic Development is essential to ensuring our
economic future. The role of the Department is to positively influence economic development policy and promote
professional communication among members of key partners.

PARTNERSHIP FOR ECONOMIC PROGRESS
(PEP)

The County Commissioners established the
Partnership for Economic Progress (PEP) in 2000,
with the vision of 0i mp
and the quality of life of Huntingdon County

residents by fostering and enhancing community
education and innovation, agency communication
and coordination and promotion of a positive image
of the County. o To i mpl
works toward a common strategic plan. In 2021, the
members of PEP met quarterly.

PEP MARKETING

One long-standing committee of PEP is the
Marketing Committee. The PEP Marketing .

. . . . Pennsylvania
Committee is engaged in marketing the County and Avenue Retaining
its economic possibilities. While the Committee Wall and Street,
planned to focus on development of media kits Mount Union
based on the Live Here, Work Here, Play Here, Borough, July 2021
Grow Here, and Learn Here videos, no activity took
place in 2021 due to the continued impact of the
COVID -19 pandemic.

Restored

STRATEGIC ALLIANCE FOR ECONOMIC
GROWTH (SAEG)

The Strategic Alliance for Economic Growth
(SAEGQG) is a collaborative group consisting of staff
from the Juniata College Sill Incubator and Center
for Entrepreneurial Leadership, the Chamber of
Commerce, Huntingdon County Business and
Industry, the Huntingdon County Visitors Bureau,
and the County Planning Commission.

Members had planned to meet regularly in 2021 to
discuss collaboration opportunities and ways to
move economic progress forward in Huntingdon
County, but no meetings were held due to major
staffing changes in 2020 at three of the
participating agencies and due to the COVID -19
pandemic.

10



EDUCATION

It is a goal of the Planning Commission to provide information to the public concerning planning and development
issues as well as local trends in growth and development. The various methods listed below are ways in which

department staff fulfill this responsibility.

PUBLICATIONS

In 2021, the Planning and Development Department
published the 2020 HCPC Annual Report .

HUNTINGDONCOUNTY.NET

Department staff continued to maintain the web site
with the support of the County Commissioners
Association of Pennsylvania (CCAP).

REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION

Most of the inquiries that the Department received
were regarding municipal contacts and ordinances,
floodplain data, and grant availability. Most of these
requests came from municipal officials, realtors,
engineers, residents of Huntingdon County, and those
interested in relocating to Huntingdon County.

FAIR HOUSING AWARENESS

In 2021, Planning Department staff partnered with
the Center for Community Action for the yearly Fair
Housing activity. This annual activity is a
requirement for recipients of CDBG

funding. On August 25th, the Center
for Community Action distributed 40

Berenstain
Huntingdon and Bedford County
EQUAL HOUSING Early Learning Resou_rce Center
QOPPORTUNITY | (ELRC) daycare providers. In

addition to distribution of the books,
a letter was sent to the providers explaining that this
book is about living in a multi -cultural community,
raises awareness of the continued presence of housing
discrimination, and emphasizes the benefits of living
in an inclusive community.

PMPEI COURSE IN COMMUNITY PLANNING

The Pennsylvania Municipal Planning Education
I nstituteds (PMPEI)
a three session in -depth course, designed for planning
commissioners and local officials in how to carry out
their responsibilities under the PA Municipalities
Planning Code.

Huntingdon County participants learned where the
planning commission fits in local government; how it
relates to the elected governing body; the process of

copies of the book titled The

Bear s New Nei

Cour se

comprehensive planning; techniques for implementing
plans including land use regulations; and how to have
an effective planning commission. The course also

included hands -on exercises and discussions of issues

important to local and county planning.

Thirteen students were enrolled in this three day
planning course, which took place at the Bricktown
Events Performance and Event Center in Mount

Union, PA. These sessions were held from 6:00PM -

9:00PM on October 25th, October 27th and November
1st. The course was sponsored by the Juniata River
Blueprints Communities through a grant received
from the Federal Home Loan Bank. Course
instructors were James P. Lettiere, AICP, Huntingdon
County Planning Director and Mark Colussy, Mifflin
County Planning Director - both of whom are certified
instructors with the PMPEI.

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS

The Rotary Club of Huntingdon invited James P.
Lettiere, AICP, Planning Director, to speak at their

November 2, 2021 meeting. The topic was regarding
the Bedford, Huntingdon and Fulton Solid Waste
Management Plan. James provided an overview of the

processes involved with the

status of recycling in the three counties.

ghbors

The 2022 Leadership Huntingdon County class
extended an invitation to the Planning Director to
discuss the roles and responsibilities of the
Huntingdon County Planning and
Development Department. This
event was held on November 10,
2021 at the Huntingdon County
Career and Technology Center in
Brady Township as part of the
Leadership Huntingdon County
course related to County and
Regional Infrastructure.
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MUNICIPAL AND AGENCY PARTNERSHIPS

With the approval of the Huntingdon County Commissioners, the Planning and Development Department may

provide assistance to municipalities and agencies upon request.

Such requests typically involve development of

subdivision, zoning, and building permit ordinances; preparation and administration of grant applications;
requests for proposals for professional services and various planning studies.

INDIVIDUAL MUNICIPAL ASSISTANCE

Department staff worked directly with the following
municipalities in 2021:

Alexandria Borough and Porter Township

Staff participated in several meetings with Alexandria
Borough and Porter Township officials, staff of the  U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, Baltimore District (USACE),

and a representative from Gannett Fleming, Inc. to
review and discuss the draft flood mitigation study for

the Juniata River and determine the best mitigation
options for the studyds foc!

The purpose of the Porter Township Flood Mitigation
Study is to provide assistance in completing a flood
mitigation to update the existing flood modeling and
flood hazard mapping, assess the damages associated
with floods of different recurrence and intervals and
develop alternatives for both riverine and stormwater
flooding. The approximate cost of this study funded by
the USACE is $150,000.00.

Huntingdon Borough

Staff attended meetings with Borough staff and Council
to discuss current and future entitement CDBG

Mount Union Borough

Staff participated in meetings and conference calls with
Borough staff, Borough Council, Borough Solicitor and
the Engineer of record to coordinate the construction
and financial administration of the Pennsylvania
Avenue Linear Park Retaining Wall project.

Smithfield Township

Staff attended meetings with Township staff and
Supervisors to discuss current and future entitlement
CDBG projects.

ACT 13 LEGACY FUND

One provision of Act 13 that directly impacts
Huntingdon County is the establishment of a Legacy
Fund (Section 2315(a.1)(5)), which allows each county
in the commonwealth to receive a share of the
Marcellus Shale drilling impact fee based upon county
population.

projects.

Staff participated in meetings with Huntingdon
Borough officials and USACE Baltimore District staff to
discuss the Muddy Run floodplain mapping project.
This flood mapping project is to provide assistance in
completing revised floodplain mapping for Muddy Run
in the Borough of Huntingdon to accurately depict the
flood risk based upon present day hydrologic and
hydraulic conditions. The approximate cost for this
study funded by the USACE is $70,000.00.

These funds are intended for
development, rehabilitation and repair of greenways,
recreational trails, open space, natural areas,
community conservation and beautification projects,
community and
heritage parks and
water resource
management.  Funds

may be used to acquire
{ lands for recreational
or conservation
purposes and land
damaged or prone to
drainage by storms or
flooding. 6

New Bleachers, Wood Township

Staff also facilitated outreach to USACE Baltimore
District staff to investigate the possibility of funding for

a study of East Penn Street in Huntingdon Borough.
The studyds pri mary pur pos
mitigation measures that would reduce or eliminate
flooding along East Penn Street. The reduction or
elimination of this flooding problem would allow access
for emergency vehicles and mitigate flood damage to
several privately owned businesses along this street. In
February 2022, the USACE notified the Planning
Director the project was funded in the amount of
$84,000.00 to complete the study.

12

funding

to

Since September
2013, the Huntingdon County Commissioners have
made a total of $30,000.00 available each year, with a
maximum award of $10,000.00 per project. Six percent
of each award is retained for administrative expenses.

31

On May 20, 2021, the Huntingdon County Planning
Commission reviewed seven applications for Act 13
totaling $60,023.85. The Planning
Commi ssionds award
the Huntingdon County Commissioners, who
awarded a total of $29,000.00 to three projects on May
25, 2021.

recommendat
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The three 2021 Act 13 Legacy Fund awards included:

7 $10,000.00 toward upgrading tables at the
swimming pool in Three Springs Borough;

1 $10,000.00 for a concrete boat ramp at Riverside
Memorial Park in Mapleton Borough; and

1 $9,000.00 to replace bleachers at the J.A. Carney
Field in Wood Township.

Of the $232,945.53 in Act 13 Legacy Funds awarded
for 29 eligible projects since 2013, a total of
$161,046.89 was spent by the end of 2021
$154,157.54 for
program administration.

$35,047.27 of the total funds awarded since 2013, have
been reallocated because four projects were no longer
viable and four projects did not utilize their entire
award.

Since 2013, the projects utilizing awarded Act 13
Legacy funds are located in the following
municipalities: Broad Top City, Cassville, Huntingdon,

Mapleton, Mount Union, Shirleysburg and Three
Springs Boroughs; and in Morris, Porter, Shirley,
Smithfield, Tell, Walker and Wood Townships.

The distribution of Act 13 funds summarized by
category is detailed in the chart below:

AND AGENCY PARTNERSHI

project costs and $6,889.35 for

Paths Community Gardens
and : 4%
River Access
Trails Playgrounds

16% 8% 12%

2012020 Huntingdon Co
Distribution of Act 13

uln t
Leg

13

PS

JUNIATA RIVER BLUEPRINT COMMUNITIES
(JRBC) UPDATE

The JRBC adopted a five -year strategy based on
comprehensive input from several public meetings
held throughout the Mapleton, Mount Union, and
Shirley Township area. Due to such a wide array of
needs and ideas presented, the five -year strategy was
bold and wide -reaching.

During 2020, the JRBC received an anchor grant
through the Federal Home Loan Bank. This grant
was earmarked for the Pennsylvania Municipal
Planning Education Institute (PMPEI) Course in
Community Planning, which was to be offered to
interested municipal official countywide. Due to
COVID -19 restrictions all in -person PMPEI
instruction was discontinued in 2020, but resumed in
September, 2021 after a decision was made by the
PMPEI Board of Directors. The JRBC -sponsored
PMPEI Course in Community Planning was held in
October and November 2021 at the Bricktown Events
Performance and Event Center in Mount Union, PA.

Kyle Bailey with the Pennsylvania Downtown Center

was retained to assist with a perception survey of
Mapleton Borough, Mount Union Borough and Shirley

Township as part of a public visioning component for
the JRBC.

The grand opening for the Mount Union Area
Community Garden, sponsored by the JRBC and
funded, in part, with a Huntingdon County Act 13

Legacy Fund grant award, was held on Saturday, July
17th.

acy Funds
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